
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOUNTY CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD 

 

Meeting Summary 

October 18, 2010 
 

 

 

Approval of September 20, 2010 Meeting Summary 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Joel Cockrell.  The September 20th meeting summary 

was approved.   

 

Introductions    
Introductions of members and guests were made around the room.   

 

Update from Upcounty Regional Services Center Staff 
Catherine Matthews, Director, shared the following highlights: 

• A youth advisory committee (YAC) has been established by County Executive Leggett in 

each of the five regions to encourage leadership development and to provide input from 

on the county budget and other issues.  All five committees together form the countywide 

Youth Advisory Council.  The 21 committee members from Upcounty communities held 

their first meeting on October 14.  The group will report their activities on a regular basis 

and will convene with the other four regional committees in the spring to report to the 

County Executive.  Staff from the Department of Recreation and the Upcounty Regional 

Services Center will facilitate the group's activities along with invited community 

leaders. 

• Design for the new North Potomac Recreation Center is now completed and the project is 

entering the construction document phase.  In this phase, working drawings, 

specifications and bidding documents are prepared. Construction documents are 

estimated to be completed in spring 2011. Construction is scheduled to start in summer 

2011 and be completed in winter 2012.  

• Six Montgomery County residents will be inducted into the Human Rights Hall of Fame 

by the Montgomery County Office of Human Rights on October 24.  The event will be 

held at the BlackRock Center for the Arts in Germantown.   

• Montgomery County’s Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) was awarded a 

Potomac Champion Award at the 5th Annual Potomac Watershed Trash Summit held 

September 22 in Washington D.C. 

• Qiagen recently broke ground to start their second phase at their Germantown location.  

The celebration attended by County and State officials noted that the project indicated 

that Germantown remains a desirable location for business.   
• The Federal Transit Administration is expected to provide feedback on the Draft 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Study for the Corridor Cities Transitway (CCT) 

around October 22nd.  The Maryland Transit Administration is then expected to schedule 

public hearings in early December with the Governor selecting the locally preferred 
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alignment in the first quarter of 2011.  The project would then move to the Federal 

Transit Administration for review and funding determination.  

• The Montgomery County Department of Health and Human Services is holding a 

community forum to gather input from the public on the department’s FY2012 operating 

budget. The forum will be held on Monday, November 1
st
 at the Children’s Resource 

Center in Rockville. 

• A PEPCO workgroup chaired by Norman Augustine (former Chairman and CEO of 

Lockheed Martin) is underway, examining ways that PEPCO can improve their service.  

The group has six more meetings to go. 

• The Montgomery County Organizational Reform Commission, appointed by County 

Executive Isiah Leggett and the County Council, will hold a public forum on Wednesday, 

Oct. 20 at 7 p.m. Residents who can offer suggestions on ways to restructure and improve 

the current organization of County Government and County-funded agencies 

are encouraged  to attend.  A second forum is also planned.  To sign up to speak at the 

forum, residents can call 240-777-7814 or 240-777-7938. Written suggestions will also 

be accepted and can sent via email to:  

organizational.reform@montgomerycountymd.gov 

• This year’s Community Service Day will actually be “Community Service Weekend”!  

The event will be on both Saturday and Sunday this year.  Everyone’s invited to 

participate in one of the numerous projects that are listed on the Volunteer Department’s 

website. 

 

Update from the County Council 
Dale Tibbitts from Councilmember Marc Elrich’s office announced that Mr. Elrich’s Noise Control Bill 

(Bill 6-10) is expected to be discussed soon by the Council. The bill would set different noise level 

standards for certain arts and entertainment venues.  The Resolution to terminate the Clarksburg Town 

Center Development District is scheduled to be on the October 19
th
 Council agenda.  Mr. Elrich hopes to 

have this decided by the end of this Council’s year.  The Ad Hoc Water Quality Workgroup Report for 

Clarksburg is scheduled to be decided on October 28.   

 

Discussion:  New Planning Board Chair’s Vision for Montgomery County – Francoise 

Carrier 

The new Montgomery County Planning Board Chair, Francoise Carrier, shared her Board’s 

vision for Montgomery County, and more specifically the Upcounty region.  She reported that 

recent development and infrastructure has been consistent with previous master plans, although 

there is more of a challenge in financing infrastructure.  With the increase in the county’s 

population, we will see more urban-like development where there will be a mixture of 

residential, businesses, retail, and transit in one place.  Residents will live closer to shops, work, 

and transit which will promote less driving and more walking/biking.  Ms. Carrier reported that 

the Planning Board still has a strong commitment to preserving the Agricultural Reserve, and 

because the Planning Department’s budget has been reduced by about 15% (with 30% fewer 

staff), no more than three master plans will be presented to the County Council for the time 

being.  She also reported that there are no current master plans scheduled for review in the near 

future for the Upcounty region, but the Planning Board will focus on master plans in the eastern 
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region of the county and on the Zoning Rewrite project.  The zoning update is due to the County 

Council in spring 2011.  The department is also undergoing a reorganization that will move from 

a focus on subject matter focus to three geographic teams which will promote an 

interdisciplinary approach to their work. 
 

Report from the Chairperson  
Chairperson Joel Cockrell:  

• asked the Board to consider writing a letter to the County Executive and Council encouraging 

them to restate their support for the Corridor Cities Transitway (CCT); 

 

• updated the Board on a draft letter that will be sent on behalf of the Board to the Executive and 

Council as follow-up to the discussion with DED and local chambers of commerce;  

 

• noted that, in an effort to monitor ongoing development and County implementation of the 

Germantown Employment Sector Plan, the Plan will be added to UCAB’s annual retreat agenda;  

 

• announced Nick Alexander’s resignation from the Board due to personal obligations;  

 

• announced that Natalia Farrar has volunteered to chair UCAB’s Quality of Life Committee; and 

 

• presented to the Board, for their approval, a letter that will be sent to Council President Floreen 

that provides some comments regarding Zoning Text Amendment 10-12, RDT Zone--Child Lot 

Standards.  Bob Owolabi moved to approve letter and motion was seconded by Bob Thompson. 

 
 

Committee and Liaison Reports 
Land Use and Preservation Committee –  No report. 

 

Quality of Life Committee – No report. 

 

Airpark Liaison Committee – No report. 

 

Upcounty Regional Recreation Advisory Board Liaison  -  No report. 

 

Dickerson Facilities Implementation Group (DFIG) – No report. 

 

Speed Cameras Advisory Committee–  No report. 

 

Shady Grove Implementation Advisory Committee (SGIAG) –  Ms. Farrar reported that SGIAG voted 

at their last meeting to approve a minor change in the sector plan that will allow residential 

development near the County’s Transfer Station.  This was the committee’s response to learning 

that the respective developer had approached the City of Rockville to discuss annexation for that 

property with the thought that the City would be more receptive to approving the project at that 

location.  SGIAG’s meeting schedule will move from monthly to quarterly.   
 

Permitting Services Advisory Committee –No report 
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Northern Region Recreation Advisory Board – Mr. Cherian Eapen reported that, although the Recreation 

Department had reorganized and eliminated their northern regional office, the advisory board will 

continue meeting, but probably at a new location. 

 

Smart Growth Initiative Implementation Group –No report 

 

Community Comments 

UCAB member Doug Noble shared community concerns about the upcoming referendum on the 

proposed emergency transport fee.  A Frederick County resident shared her concern with him about her 

co-pay expectations; a career firefighter expressed concern that employee furloughs were the result of the 

transport fee; and the concern that the volunteer firefighters’ concerns about possible diminishing 

fundraising successes were not being taken seriously. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 

 

Members present: Sean Augerson, Andres Aviles, Heinz Bachmann, Vineet Bhanot, Juan Cardenas, Joel 

Cockrell, Cherian Eapen, Andrew Einsmann, Natalia Farrar, James King, Matthew Leakan, Doug Noble, 

Robert Owolabi, Robert Thompson, Rebecca Walker, and James Wallace 

 

Other Guests:   Anne Sturm (Sugarloaf Citizens Association), Louise Canada (Waters Landing Resident), 

Dale Tibbitts (Councilmember Elrich’s office), Paul Delgadillo (Waters Landing Resident), Mr. & Mrs. 

Moscati (Waters Landing Resident), Laura Magnuson (Waters Landing Resident), Lynne Oakes (Waters 

Landing Resident), Michael & Rebecca Berbert (Individuals)  

 

Staff present:  Catherine Matthews and Andrea Bush 

 

 


